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4325 Pheasant Ridge Drive NE #611 | Blaine, MN 55449 | T: 763-398-3070 | F: 763-398-3088 | www.ricecreek.org 

BOARD OF 
MANAGERS 

Jess Robertson Steven P. Wagamon Michael J. Bradley Marcie Weinandt John J. Waller 
Anoka County Anoka County Ramsey County Ramsey County Washington County 

RCWD BOARD OF MANAGERS WORKSHOP 
Monday, February 10, 2025, 9:00 a.m. 

Rice Creek Watershed District Conference Room 
4325 Pheasant Ridge Drive NE, Suite 611, Blaine, Minnesota 

or via Zoom Meeting: 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/88924288242?pwd=43a9kvB0nSLnCZPsAjNhs850EWfp2r.1 

Meeting ID: 889 2428 8242 

Passcode: 438453 

+1 312 626 6799 US (Chicago)

Meeting ID: 889 2428 8242

Passcode: 438453 

Agenda 

ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION (times are estimates only)

9:00 CAC Member Appointment for Vacant Positions (Kendra Sommerfeld) 

10:00 Ramsey County Ditch #1 Records Correction Public Hearing Update (Tom 

Schmidt) 

Administrator Updates (If Any) 
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9:00  CAC Member Appointment for Vacant Positions 
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Date:  February 2, 2025 

To:  RCWD Board of Managers 

From:  Kendra Sommerfeld, Communications & Outreach Manager  

Subject: CAC Member Appointment for Vacant Positions 
 

Introduction 
The Board of Managers is required to maintain an advisory committee to advise and assist the Managers 
with all matters affecting the interests of the watershed district as well as to make recommendations on 
proposed RCWD projects and improvements.  The Board appoints or re-appoints members annually or 
as vacancies occur.  
 
Background 
The “Advisory Committee Operating Procedures” (adopted in 2020) includes requirements for:   

• A maximum of 12 members  

• Up to 4 members from each of the counties of Anoka, Ramsey, and Washington (ideally) with 
one of those being a representative of the conservation district/department  

 
There are 2 vacant spots on the CAC in 2025, 1 in Anoka County and 1 in Washington County. Staff 
received an application from an Anoka County resident. Washington County CD brought forth a 
representative, their new Board Supervisor, Matt Lindholm. 
 
Applicant Anoka County: Kate Asleson’s Profile 

• Relevant Experience: Background in environmental science aids effective watershed 
management advice. 

• Community Engagement: Involvement in local groups demonstrates a commitment to 
sustainable practices. 

• Strong Communication Skills: Effective communication ensures community concerns are 
conveyed to the RCWD. 

• Passion for Conservation: Genuine interest in environmental issues motivates active 
contribution to the CAC. 
 

Washington County CD Board Rep: Matt Lindholm’s Profile 

• Background in cartography, environmental consulting, and city planning/code enforcement. 

• Five years enforcing city codes affecting soil, water, and communities—balancing environmental 
protection and property rights. 

• Prioritizes and cares about erosion/stormwater management practices at WCD and within 
watersheds. 
 

Staff Recommendation 
Staff recommend Kate Asleson from Anoka County and Matt Lindholm from Washington County be 
appointed to the CAC to serve in 2025.  
 
Request for Board Consensus 
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Staff request Board consensus on appointing Kate Asleson and Matt Lindholm to CAC at the following 
Board meeting.  
 
Attachments 
 

• Kate Asleson’s CAC Application  
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10:00 Ramsey County Ditch #1 Records Correction Public Hearing 

Update 
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Date:  February 4, 2025 
To:  RCWD Board of Managers 
From:  Tom Schmidt, Public Drainage & Facilities Manager 
Subject: RCD #1 Records Correction Public Hearing Update 
 

Introduction 
Informational item on Ramsey County Ditch #1 (RCD#1) Records Correction, As Constructed and 
Subsequently Improved Condition (ACSIC), public hearing and seeking Board input, further direction. 
 
 
Background 
On Wednesday, January 22, 2025, the Board held a public hearing on RCD#1; at the hearing, the Board 
took testimony from the public, and staff read into the record a letter from the DNR expressing 
concerns, not about the ACSIC determination, but rather about potential future public water impacts if 
the drainage system was ever repaired to the recommended ACSIC. Upon hearing testimony from the 
public and considering the letter from the DNR, the Board continued the public hearing to a future to be 
determined date. 
 
The Board directed the District Engineer to examine the hydrological effects of lowering the culvert on 
County Road I by 1.5 feet to the proposed ASCIC and to further engage with the DNR on their submitted 
letter. Further, staff were directed to bring this matter to a future Board workshop to inform and discuss 
the comments and deliberation at the public hearing. 
 
The engineer will present an abbreviated version of the presentation given at the public hearing, and 
staff and consultants will lead the board through a discussion on the comments shared during public 
testimony at the hearing. The testimony relates to the decision on the records correction for the 
drainage system and the District’s potential courses of action.  The Board may consider directing the 
engineer to prepare a detailed condition or repair report of the drainage system that may be used as a 
basis for future management of the drainage system and as an informative basis as the Board moves to 
an order on records correction. 
 
 
Staff Recommendation 
This Item is informational and for discussion. 
 
 
Attachment 
RCD#1 public Hearing presentation 
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January 22, 2025 Public Hearing

Rice Creek Watershed District
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DEFINE AND DESCRIBE 

THE ACSIC AND LEGAL 

STANDARD FOR HEARING

DESCRIBE PROCESS FOR 

DETERMINING THE ACSIC

DISCUSS RELEVANT 

PUBLIC INFORMATION
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RCD 1 

Location
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RCD 1 is a “Public Drainage System” generally flows south to 

north from Marsden wetland lake outlet to Rice Creek.
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RCD 1  Situated between County Road 3 and Lexington Ave.
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• If, after investigation of drainage system records, the drainage 

authority finds that the records are lost, destroyed, or 

otherwise incomplete, it may, by order, reestablish records.

• The reestablished records may define the alignment; cross-

section; profile; hydraulic structure locations, materials, 

dimensions, and elevations; or right-of-way of the drainage 

system as originally constructed or subsequently improved. 

Legal Standard for Hearing
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Describe current 

system: Alignment 

and Profile

Review changes to 

RCD 1 since 

establishment. 

Establish historical 

record based on 

greatest weight of 

evidence.

Determine the “As 

Construction and 

Subsequently 

Improved 

Condition” (ACSIC)

RCD 1 is not

scheduled for a full 

system repair, 

however 

maintenance may 

be needed

15



Original Plan View and Auditor / Inspection Reports
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1901

RCD 1 Established

“Marsden Lake Ditch”

No petition discovered

1914

Repairs

Assessment to 
benefitted acres

1938

Historic Aerial 
Imagery

1938, 1940, 1953, 
1957, 1960, 1964 

1944

Inspection Report 
with alignment 
plan and profile

1960

St. Paul water 
utility pipeline as-
built documents

1985

Inspection Report 
with ditch typical 
section and 
capacity and 
structures

1995

Inspection Report 
with plan view –
significant change 
to Lexington Ave
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Benefitted Area
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Historic Aerial Imagery (1938)
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Current Imagery (Google Maps)
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Findings and 

Order 

Reestablishing 

Public Drainage 

System Record

No Additional 

Information 

Received  

Following 

Public Info 

Meeting  

Continue 

Routine 

Inspection / 

Maintenance

Future 

Landowner 

Engagement 

Prior to Repairs
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